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Rationale 
 
At St Michael’s School the curriculum promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural and physical 
development of our children and prepares them for the opportunities, responsibilities and 
experiences of later life. 
 
At St Michael’s School we already consider this part of our role, and already work in ways 
which promote community cohesion. As society changes and the shape of our local 
communities become increasingly diverse, it is more important than ever that all schools 
play a full part in promoting community cohesion. At St Michael’s School we aim to make 
our school a thriving, cohesive community and to play our part in building a more cohesive 
society.  
 
At St Michael’s School we believe that we have a responsibility for educating children and 
young people who will live and work in a country which is diverse in terms of culture, faith, 
language and ethnicity. 
 
 
Aims 
 

1. To ensure that there is a common vision and sense of belonging by all as a part of our 
school and local community and local parish. 

2. To help learners and all in school appreciate and value the diversity of people's 
different backgrounds and circumstances. 

3. To help all learn about our nation’s history, culture, traditions and it’s developing and 
changing nature. 

4. To help all develop an understanding of the rights and responsibilities of being a 
citizen of the United Kingdom. 

5. To develop knowledge and understanding of British Values. 

6. To ensure that all are treated fairly and equally and given similar life opportunities. 

7. To ensure that strong and positive relationships exist and continue to be developed in 
schools and in its wider community. 

 
Implementation of the Policy 
 
At St Michael’s School the term ‘community’ has a number of dimensions including: 
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 The school community – the pupils it serves, their families and the school’s 
staff. 

 The class community 

 The family group community that the children are part of 

 The St Michael’s RC Church Community 

 The village of Esh Community  

 The community within which the school is located – the school in its 
geographical context and the people who live or work in that area. 

 The Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle 

 The Peterlee Partnership Teaching School Community of Schools 

 The community of Britain – all schools are by definition part of this community. 

 The global community – formed by EU and international links. 

 Schools themselves create communities – for example, the networks formed 
by schools in the same neighbourhood. 

 
St Michael’s School’s contribution to community cohesion can be grouped under the three 
following headings: 
 
Teaching and Learning 
 

 We aim to promote community cohesion through our teaching and learning.  
 

 We help children and young people learn to understand others and to value diversity 
whilst promoting shared values.  

 

 We promote awareness of human rights and develop the skills of participation and 
responsible action. 

 
Current Practice in Teaching and Learning to Promote Community Cohesion 
 

 Lessons across the curriculum promote common values to help pupils to value 
differences and to challenge prejudice and stereotyping – for example, opportunities 
in PCHSE classes for pupils to discuss issues of identity and diversity and what it 
means to ‘live together in the UK’. 
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 A programme of curriculum based activities whereby pupils’ understanding of 
community and diversity is enriched through visits and visitors from different 
communities. 

 

 An effective voice and involvement of pupils in the governance and organisation of 
the school in a way that teaches them to participate in and make a difference in 
school, in their local community and beyond through to School Council and the pupil 
voice groups. 
 

 Learn about the Catholic Faith and the values that underpin it 
 

 A rich, varied programme of collective worship and an understanding of community 
and diversity is enriched through visits and visitors from different communities. 

 

 Learn about the Rights of the Child and the responsibilities that these rights imply in 
Family groups. 

 

 Develop pride in their own identity and the values of Britain and to learn about and 
develop respect for the identities of other learners, of groups in the local community, 
of groups in the wider UK and in the wider world based on ethnicity, socio-economic 
circumstances, gender, lifestyle, disability, sexual identity, age, faith and world view. 

 

 Develop a strong understanding and appreciation of what all human beings hold in 
common as well as respect for differences. 

 

 Develop a positive vision of a diverse, just and equitable society. 
 

 Learn about their own community, UK society including communities which contrast 
with their own and global society, including the challenges faced by the whole global 
community. 

 

 Learn about the major world faith traditions as well as non-religious moral world 
views, including the commonalities across faiths and world views as well as the 
diversity within individual faith traditions. 
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 Develop skills of critical thinking including the ability to recognise and challenge myths 
and stereotypes about people and places and to appreciate how people may see 
things from different viewpoints. 

 Enjoy at first hand cultural experiences that reflect and celebrate the diversity within 
UK society. 

 To learn about how inward and outward migration have shaped UK society and how 
movement of people has been an enduring feature of human history. 

 Develop the ability to empathise with the feelings and experiences of others, 
including those from different backgrounds from themselves. 

 
 
Equity and Excellence 
 

 We strive to ensure that all pupils are treated with respect and achieve their full 
potential irrespective of ethnic, socio-economic or other differences. 

 
 
Current Practice in Equity and Excellence to Promote Community Cohesion 
 

 The school tracking systems which enable us to evaluate progress of different groups 
and to tackle underperformance by any particular group. 

 Monitoring incidents of prejudice, bullying and harassment. 

 Monitoring whether pupils from particular groups are more likely to be excluded or 
disciplined than others and ensure there are appropriate. 

 Behaviour and discipline policies in place to deal with this. 

  

Partnership and Extended Services 
 

 We aim to promote community cohesion by providing reasonable means for children, 
young people, their friends and families to interact with people from different 
backgrounds and build positive relationships.  

 

 This will include forging links with different schools and communities; the provision of 
extended services; opportunities for pupils, families and the wider community to take 
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part in activities and receive services which build positive interaction and 
achievement for all groups. 
 
 

Current Practice in Partnership and Extended Services to Promote Community Cohesion 
 

 Broaden ways in which we work in partnership with other schools. 

 Develop relationships with others through visits and the internet. 

 Share resources, experiences and opportunities to provide a means for pupils to 
interact through intercultural activities such as sport and drama. 

 Maintaining strong links between the school and other local agencies. 

 Engaging with parents through coffee mornings, curriculum evenings and family 
liaison work. 

 Signposting and accompanying parents to extended services, for parenting and family 
support for adult learning. 

 Communicate our core values and vision of inclusion and quality to the whole school 
community and the wider local community. 

 Ensure that as a school we have full and accurate knowledge of the backgrounds of 
our children and their families and of the main socioeconomic features of our local 
community and its relationship with wider UK society, using this knowledge to inform 
our provision. 

 Ensure that all pupils have opportunities to engage with members of their local 
community, from contrasting parts of the UK and from countries around the world. 

 Ensure that the school is aware of the changing patterns of migration into and from 
the local community and take steps to engage with and support groups that are new 
to the community. 

 Take rigorous steps to ensure that all parents and carers regard the school as open, 
welcoming and accessible and explore all possible ways of engaging all parents and 
carers and involving them in the life of the school. 

 

Disability Equality Impact Assessment 
 

This policy has been written with reference to and in consideration of the school’s Disability 
Equality Scheme.  Assessment will include consideration of issues identified by the 
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involvement of disabled children, staff and parents and any information the school holds on 
disabled children, staff and parents. 

 

Any questions or concerns regarding this policy should be made to Mrs J Bruton  


