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Rationale 
 
At St Michael’s School display is seen as an important part of the everyday life of the 
school, enriching the children’s experience and encouraging an imaginative and 
enthusiastic approach to learning. 
 
At St Michael’s School it will reflect the ethos of the school and set a high standard for all 
to see. Displays should stimulate and sustain children’s interest in a topic. 
 
 
Aims 
 

 To celebrate children’s achievements. 

 To boost children’s self-confidence. 

 To stimulate discussion and facilitate further learning. 

 To show examples of attainment in all areas of the curriculum. 

 To enable the children, staff and visitors to gain an instant insight into the diversity of 
the work going on in the school. 

 To show the progress achieved by the children as they pass through the school. 

 To create a bright, rich and stimulating environment for children to be in. 

 To encourage children to take an interest in other children’s work across the school. 

 To provoke children and adults to think, using the displays as a learning resource. 

 
 
Implementation of Policy 
 

 All display boards in classrooms and shared areas should be covered with backing 
paper in the first weeks of the autumn term.  

  

 Items such as number lines, alphabet friezes, posters, curriculum labels, etc. should 
also be put up and will normally form semi – permanent displays in classrooms. These 
should be kept in good condition where possible, and trimmed and mounted as 
necessary. 

 



 
 Core subjects (Numeracy, Literacy and RE) should be represented at all times, whilst 

other classroom displays should be regularly updated when new learning or topics 
occur, and reflect a variety of work done (both 2D and 3D). 
 

 All classrooms should contain a dedicated Reading area with a reading display, a focal 
point related to their topic with 3d items and the school behaviour code.  

 

 All pupils should have the best of their work represented and shown to its best 
advantage at some time during the school year. Classroom and shared area displays 
should reflect the multicultural make-up of the school. They should be appealing and 
varied and relevant to the work being carried out in class. 

 

 Work showing a range of techniques and media (including digital and 3D), work in 
progress, as well as finished work could all form part of displays. It is often worthwhile 
to display drafts, sketches, plans and evidence of processes involved (photographs, 
diagrams, etc.) alongside pieces of finished work. Care should be taken to ensure that 
work is visible to the intended audience, e.g. if for children, it should be at a height 
and position where they can see it. 

 
 
Lettering and Headings 
 

 Lettering must be clear and easy to read. Ideally, the lettering style should match the 
subject matter: i.e. computer printed, cut-out letters or individually hand produced. 

 

 All pieces of pupils’ work should have their names clearly printed, along with high 
quality headings and labels giving explanations and (where appropriate) asking 
questions. These must be grammatically correct and accurately spelt – it is important 
to provide a good role model. 

 

 Work for shared areas must be labelled with year group, class and pupils names if 
appropriate. 

 
 
Principles of Display at St Michael’s School  
 

 All displays carry labels, captions and information which explain and enhance 
children’s work, objects and images. 



 
 All children’s work should be named (avoiding where possible obscuring or marking 

the work itself). 

 Work should be single or double mounted to reflect the quality and importance we 
attach to presentation (unless the work is better without mounting). 

 Writing, headings and labels are double mounted. 

 Photos are used to show process as well as celebrating the children at work. 

 There is balance between displays that provide prompts or information and the 
children’s own work. 

 There is a piece of work up from every child in the class somewhere in the classroom 
throughout the year. 

 Where possible, 3D objects should be on display as well as images and photographs. 

 Drapes are used to link artefacts and provide background texture and colour. 

 Some displays should be interactive, including items for the children to investigate 
and questions to answer. 

 There is a balance of subject displays around the classroom. 

 Displays are changed regularly in order to maintain the children’s interest, reflect 
current learning and appear in good order. 

 Children are involved in the display process, making decisions about colour, format 
and information to support their work. 

 Work displayed demonstrates a variety of ways of recording (posters, photographs, 
diagrams, concept mapping, bullet points and lists). 

 Staff should ensure that the fabric of the building is not damaged by the fixing of 
materials to the walls/ceilings. 


