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Our Mission Statement 
 
‘Catholic Education is above all a question of helping to form Christ in the lives of 
others.’ 

Pope John Paul II 

The School aims to promote Catholic values based on the teachings of Christ and to 
bring all members of the school community – staff, children, parents and governors – 
closer to God through the daily practice of those values in all areas of school activity 

 
Legal Requirements 
 
We acknowledge the legal requirement that there must be a daily act of worship for all 
pupils. (This can take place at any time during the school day and can be either a single 
act of worship for all pupils, or separate acts of worship in school groups.) We 
understand that simply holding an assembly that includes a prayer, said either by the 
teacher or everyone present, does not fulfil this requirement. We also acknowledge that 
collective worship and assembly are distinct activities. They may sometimes form part 
of the same gathering, but the difference between the two will always be made clear. 
 
The act of worship is not designated curriculum time under regulations and will not be 
subsumed under any part of the curriculum, including religious education.  
In this school, as with any Voluntary Aided School, responsibility for arranging 
Collective Worship rests with the Governing Body after consultation with the 
headteacher. 
 
 
The Aims of Collective Worship 
 
We believe that Collective Worship in our school aims to provide opportunity for all 
pupils and staff: 
 

• To contemplate something of the mystery of God 
• To reflect on spiritual and moral issues 
• To explore their own beliefs 
• To respond to and celebrate life 

 



• To experience a sense of belonging and develop community spirit 
• To develop British values and principles for life based upon the teachings of 

Christ 
• To enrich religious experience 
• To grow in liturgical understanding and development 
• To reinforce prayers which are part of the Catholic tradition 
• To reinforce respect and understanding of people that have different faiths and 

beliefs to the Catholic Faith. 
• To participate fully 
• To take time out ‘to wonder at’, ‘to come to terms with’ and ‘to give worth to.’ 
• We endorse the belief that Collective Worship takes into account the religious 

and educational needs of all who share in it 
 
Principles 
 
All Acts of Worship in this school will: 
 
• Give glory and honour to God 
• Be a quality activity, fundamental to the life of the school and its Catholic character 
• Give children positive liturgical experiences, appropriate to their age, aptitude and 

family backgrounds in order to prepare them for the liturgical life of the Church. 
 

The Planning, Content and Delivery of Collective Worship 
 
Collective Worship is planned: 
• following a structure with reference to the Church’s seasons, significant dates, 

statements to live by and the curriculum. Scripture will be the focus in most acts of 
worship 

• with flexibility to respond to changing situations within the school and the wider 
community 

• to develop the children’s knowledge of other faiths and teach respect of these 
faiths 

• to develop in pupils, skills that enable them to prepare, organise and lead worship 
rather than always participating or contributing in a token way. 

• to develop in pupils skills that prepare them for life in Britain today upholding British 
Values 

 
Eucharist  
 
Eucharistic celebrations in school take place each Wednesday in our School Chapel. All 
of our children attend on a rota basis throughout the school year. At special times of 

 



the school year our whole school celebrates Mass together in the Parish Church of St. 
Michael’s. Children participate at an age appropriate level in all Eucharistic celebrations. 
The same general principles will apply to planning a Eucharistic celebration as other acts 
of school worship, therefore opportunities for children to participate will be maximised. 
When preparing these celebrations reference will be made to “The Welcome Table.  
Planning Masses with Children” which contains the complete text of the Church’s 
‘Directory for Masses with Children’ as a basis for our practice. 
 
 
The Co-ordinator for Collective Worship 
 
Mrs. Emma Peverall is the Co-ordinator for Collective Worship 
Mrs. Lesley McGillivray is the School Chaplain 
 
 
Policy Monitoring and Review 
 
This policy is monitored by the Collective Worship Co-ordinator and Headteacher and is 
evaluated and reviewed by the whole school staff and governors every two years. The 
Foundation Governors in particular will play a most important part.  
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