
 
  

Welcome to Class 2 

Welcome back after what I hope was a relaxing and enjoyable half term holiday! The children have settled well into 
Year 2 and I have been so impressed with how they have approached new challenges and the more difficult work that 
Year 2 brings. There will be an opportunity at a Parents’ Evening this half term to speak in more detail about how your 
child is doing in Year 2. However, if you have any questions, concerns or queries before then, please do not hesitate to 

contact me. Thank you for your ongoing support, Miss Kirkwood J. 

English  

This half term, we will be looking 
at Traditional Tales and alternative 
versions of some traditional tales.  
Through these texts, the children 
will be continuing to develop their 
reading, comprehension and 
writing skills. They will continue to 
write in a range of styles and 
develop their use of punctuation 
and varied vocabulary to add 
detail to their writing. We will be 
spending time looking at the 
features of different genres of 
writing and trying to replicate these 
in our own writing.   

Maths: 

This half term the children will be learning to: 

- Count in steps of 2, 3, 5 and 10  
- Add and subtract numbers using concrete objects, pictorial 

representations, and mentally, including: a two digit number and ones; 
a two digit number and tens; two 2-digit numbers; adding three one 
digit numbers.  

- Recognise and use the inverse relationship between addition and 
subtraction and use this to check calculations and solve missing 
number problems.  

- Use the column method (and other methods) to add and subtract 
numbers 

- Identify coins, find total of coins and make different amounts with coins  
- Find the difference between amounts of money and find change 
- Recognise equal groups, make equal groups, recognise arrays and 

write multiplication sentences 

                              Our topics this half term 
Fighting Fit  –  Fighting Fit – In this Science based topic, the children will find out about and describe the basic needs of humans for 
survival and explore how humans can stay healthy by recognising the importance for humans of exercise, eating the right amounts of 
different types of food, and hygiene. We will be gathering data about our favourite healthy snacks and using this to produce tables and 
charts. We will also be looking at how medicines can help us. Within this topic, we will be using the laptops in our Computing lessons 
to produce a poster to be put up around school, reminding people about eating healthily and having a balanced diet. 
RE – We continue with our Signs and Symbols topic, where we are looking at the Sacrament of Baptism and the symbols used in a 
Baptism service. We will also be looking at the Baptism of Jesus and learning about John the Baptist. Following this topic, we will then 
move on to our Advent and Christmas topic where we will be learning about how Christians prepare for Christmas, particularly 
focusing on the use of the Advent Wreath. We will be looking at some key religious stories from this time including the Annunciation 
and the Visitation.  
Art Week – Later this half term, the whole school will be taking part in an Art week, with each class choosing an artist or style of art. In 
Year 2, we will be looking at the work of Georges Seurat, particularly his pointillism style of artwork. We will be using this to inspire us 
in our own artwork! 

 PE takes place on a Tuesday afternoon. Children can come to school in their PE kit and do not need to bring their uniform. They will, 
however, still need their school bag, spelling book and readings books/record that day. Please ensure that all children’s clothing is 
named. We have quite a few unnamed, unclaimed blue hoodies in Year 2! 

Please ensure your child has their spelling book, reading books and reading records in school every day. Each Monday, the children 
will meet with their Year 6 buddy for peer reading. The buddies will listen to the children read their books and then change them if 
necessary. If your child needs to change their book again later in the week, please encourage them to let me know and I will give 
them time to change their own books. 

You may have noticed that there are two extra adults in Year 2 at the moment. Miss Maughan and Miss Forster are PGCE students 
from Northumbria University. They will be working with us in Year 2 until Christmas and are supporting in class, working with small 
groups and beginning to teach small parts of some lessons (with my guidance and support). 

As the children mature and become more independent, it is important that they take greater responsibility for their belongings. As they 
arrive on the yard on a morning, children should remain outside and leave their bags next to the designated Year 2 sign. Children 
should not be in the classroom until 8.50 when they enter with their classmates after the bell rings. This will help to ensure a safe and 
smooth start to the school day. Please send any letters/notes/money with your child to put in the in/out tray in the classroom to ease 
congestion at Mrs Brown’s office.   


