
 Year 3 Weekly Spelling Programme  

Below is an outline of the spelling rules to be taught, practised and 

tested each term. Please note, the exact order may at times need to be 

altered. 

Term 1 
 

 Rule Examples 

Week 1 Common exception 
words from year 2 

Busy, people, water, again, half, money 

Week 2 Revision  of silent k, g, b know, knight, gnat, gnaw, thumb 

Week 3 Revision of ‘ies’ plural 
endings 

Flies, tries, replies, copies, babies, cerries 

Week 4 Revision of adding ‘ed’ Cried, jumped, clapped 

Week 5 Revision of ‘er’ Happier, smaller, tidier, shorter 

Week 6 Revision of ‘est’ Happiest, smallest, scariest, largest 

Week 7 Revision of ‘l’ and ‘ll’ All, ball, call, walk, talk, always 

Week 8 Revision of ‘o’ that 
sounds like ‘u’ 

Other, mother, brother, Monday 

Week 9 Revision of 
homophones 

There/their/they’re, here/hear, see/sea  

Week 10 Revision of ‘tion’ Station, fiction, motion, section, 
celebration 

Week 11 Revision of ‘ness’ Sadness, happiness, painless, hopeless 

Week 12 Revision of ‘ment’ Argument, enjoyment, merriment 

 

 

Term 2 

 Rule Examples 

Week 1 Adding suffixes 
beginning with vowel 
letters where consonant 
is doubled 

Forgetting, forgotten, beginning, beginner, 
prefer, preferred 

Week 2 The /i/ sound spelt ‘y’ 
elsewhere than at the 
end of words 

Myth, gym, Egypt, pyramid, mystery 

Week 3 Sound spelt ‘ou’ Young, touch, double, trouble, country 

Week 4 Adding suffixes 
beginning with vowel 
letters where consonant 
is not doubled 

Gardening, gardener, limiting, limited, 
limitation 

Week 5 Prefixes – dis, un, mis, 
in 

Disappoint, disagree, disobey, misbehave, 
mislead, incorrect 



Week 6 Prefixes – il, im, re, 
sub,inter 

Illegal, illegible, immature, irregular, 
refresh, subheading, interact 

Week 7 Prefixes – super, anti, 
auto 

Supermarket, antiseptic, autograph, 
autobiography 

Week 8 Suffixes - ation Information, adoration, sensation, 
preparation, admiration 

Week 9 Suffixes - ly Sadly, completely, usually, comically 

Week 10 Words ending ‘sure’, 
‘ture’ 

Measure, treasure, pleasure, creature, 
nature, adventure 

Week 11 Words ending ‘sion’ Division, invasion, confusion, decision, 
collision, television 

Week 12 Suffixes - ous Poisonous, tremendous, jealous, 
humorous, outrageous, serious, hideous  

 

 

Term 3 

 Rule Examples 

Week 1 Suffixes – sion, ssion, 
tion 

Invention, action, confession, permission, 
expansion, tension, comprehension 

Week 2 Suffixes - cian Musician, electrician, politician, magician 

Week 3 /k/sound spelt ‘ch’ Scheme, chorus, chemist, echo, character 

Week 4 /sh/ sound spelt ‘ch’ Chef, chalet, machine, brochure 

Week 5 /g/ sound spelt ‘gue’ League, tongue 

Week 6 /k/ sound spelt ‘que’ Antique, unique 

Week 7 /s/ sound spelt ‘sc’ Science, scene, discipline, fascinate, 
crescent 

Week 8 /ei/ sound spelt ‘ei’, 
‘eigh’ or ‘ey’ 

Vein, weigh, eight, neighbour, they, obey 

Week 9 Possessive apostrophe 
with plural words 

Girls’, boys’, babies’ 
Children’s, men’s, mice’s 

Week 10 Homophones and near 
homophones 

Accept/except, affect/effect, ball/bawl, 
berry/bury, brake/break, fair/fare 

Week 11 Homophones and near 
homophones 

Heel/heal/he’ll, knot/not, mail/male, 
meat/meet, medal/meddle, missed/mist 

Week 12 Homophones and near 
homophones 

Peace/piece, plain/plane, rain/rein/reign, 
scene/seen, weather/whether, 
whose/who’s 

 


