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Parents and teachers are partners in 

helping children learn 



Praise  
Praise is very important!  

When the child has finished reading always start with some praise. Tell them what 

they have done well.  

“I liked the way you looked at the picture to help yourself.”  

“You did really well when you went back to the beginning of the sentence and 

tried it again.”  

“I liked the way you tried that word yourself.”  

 

 

Encouraging independence  
Ways to encourage independence.  

o Let the child hold the book.  

o Let the child point to the words.  

o Let the child have time to solve the word they are stuck on.  

o Give the child time to think.  

 

Prompt the child. You can say:  

“Try that again.”-This will get them into the pattern of re-reading a sentence. 

Also by asking the child to go back to the beginning of a sentence you are giving 

them another opportunity to check and possibly self correct.  

“Try it yourself,” or “You have a go.”  

If they have one or two attempts at a word and are still stuck, then give them the 

word.  

The child should always be in control of their reading.  

 

 

Introducing a new book  
This may be a useful procedure to follow.  

o Tell the child the title and read the names of the author and illustrator.  

o Briefly (one sentence) tell them what the story is about e.g. Goldilocks and 

the three bears-“This story is about a little girl called Goldilocks and she finds a 

house which belongs to three bears. I wonder what might happen?”  

o Look through the whole book, talking about each page and asking questions 

about the meaning of the story.  

o Don’t read the book to the child.  

o Point out new words.  

o Go back to the beginning of the book and ask the child to read it.  

 

 



The three sources of information 
The child needs to use three different sources of information whilst they are 

reading.  

o The meaning of the text-whether it makes sense.  

o The structure of the text- the syntax or grammar of each sentence.  

o The visual information-the words, letters and sounds that each letters make.  

 

We can prompt children to use all these sources of information to check whilst 

reading.  

 

 

Meaning  
The child can check whether what they have read makes sense.  

They can use the pictures to help them check this.  

They can also use the sense of the story.  

They can also use their own experience of the world.  

If a child does not use meaning to check when they are reading  

we can say:  

”Try that again and think about what would make sense.”  
 

 

                                                                 



Structure  
The child can check whether the sentence sounds right.  

A mistake might be: A cat sat is the mat. Instead of- The cat sat on the mat.  

If a child does not use structure to check when they are reading we can say:  

“Try that again and think about what would sound right.”  
 

Visual  
The child needs to check the letters and the words on each page. Children have 

daily phonics lessons and need to use the skills they learn when reading unfamiliar 

words. They need to use their knowledge of letter sounds and blends whilst they 

are reading.  

A mistake might be:  

The cat sat on the hat. Instead of- The cat sat on the mat.  

If a child does not check the visual information you can say:  

“Try that again and think about whether that word looks like hat.”  

“Try that again and look at the first letter.”  

“Try that again. Does that word look like ‘hat’?”  
                                                              

 

 

                                                                


