
 Year 5 Weekly Spelling Programme  

Below is an outline of the spelling rules to be taught, practised and 

tested each term. Please note, the exact order may at times need to be 

altered. 

Term 1 
 

 Rule Examples 

Week 1 Adding suffixes 
beginning with vowel 
letters to words. 

gardening, gardener, limiting, limited, 
limitation, beginning, beginner, prefer, 
preferred. 

Week 3 Ending –sion.   

 

division, invasion, confusion, decision, 
collision, television 

Week 4 Ending  –tion, invention, injection, action, hesitation, 
completion, expression, discussion  

Week 5 Words with the /k/ sound 
spelt ch  

scheme, chorus, chemist, echo, character  

Week 6 Words ending with the /g/ 
sound spelt –gue and the 
/k/ sound spelt –que  

league, tongue, antique, unique  

Week 7 Year 5 word list accommodate, embarrass, persuade. 

Week 8 Words with the  
sound spelt ei, eigh, or 
ey. 

vein, weigh, eight, neighbour, they, obey  

Week 9 Homophones and near-
homophones  

accept/except, affect/effect, ball/bawl, 
berry/bury, brake/break, fair/fare, 
grate/great, groan/grown, here/hear, 
heel/heal/he’ll, knot/not, mail/male  

Week 10 Endings –cious, -tious vicious, precious, cautious. 

Week 11 Endings –cial, -tial official, special, essential 

Week 12 Year 5 word list bruise, harass, secretary. 

 

 

Term 2 

 Rule Examples 

Week 1 Endings –ant, -ance,    
-ancy 

observant, observance, expectant  
hesitancy. 

Week 2 Endings –ent, –ence–
ency  

innocent, innocence, decency. 

Week 3 Endings –able, -ably adorable, adorably. 

Week 4 Endings –ible, ibly. applicable, considerably 

Week 5 Adding suffixes 
beginning with vowel 
letters to words ending 
in –fer. 

referring, referred 



Week 6 Year 5 word list.  

Week 7 Use of hyphen co-ordinate, re-enter. 

Week 8 Rule ‘i’ before ‘e’ except 
after ‘c’. 

deceive, conceive. 

Week 9 Ending -ough thought, enough 

Week 10 Silent letters bridge, lamb. 

Week 11 Silent letters doubt, castle 

Week 12 Year 5 word list  

 

 

Term 3 

 Rule Examples 

Week 1 Year 5 word list  

Week 2 Homophones -  nouns 
ending in –ce and -se 

advice, advise. 

Week 3 Homophones  alter, altar 

Week 4 Homophones - verbs precede, proceed 

Week 5 Homophones - 
adjectives 

principal, principle 

Week 6 Possessive apostrophe 
with plural words  

girls’, boys’, babies’, children’s 

Week 7 Soft ‘c’ words circle, success 

Week 8 Words with the /s/ sound 
spelt sc  

science, crescent 

Week 9 Prefixes disappoint, misgivings, inappropriate 

Week 10 Suffixes –ful, -ness, 
 -ment 
 

successful, enjoyment, kindness 

Week 11 Sound ‘ou’ young, double 

Week 12 Year 5 word list.  

 


