
RE Inspection  

On the 17th and 18th of January this year we received our Diocesan Inspection. This looks at 3 ele-

ments of the religious side of St Michael’s school. We were very pleased to receive an outstanding 

judgement. We feel that the report reflects the hard work of the staff, children, parents, governors 

and Fr Coxon. A big thank you to Miss Kirkwood who leads RE across school, for her hard work. The 

report is available on the school website but I wanted to share a few key comments with you.  

St Michael’s is a warm and welcoming school where everyone shares the headteacher’s clear vision. 

The mission statement, ‘Finding Christ in each other,’ radiates throughout the whole school communi-

ty.  

Pupil behaviour is exemplary and is modelled by adults and other pupils.  

Pupils make an outstanding contribution to the Catholic Life of the school from their time in reception, 

as part of a ‘family group’, through to year six. They appreciate the outstanding personal support and 

care shown by the staff and they are given a superb foundation of knowing who they are in Christ.  

The school environment reflects its mission and identity. This is evident as you approach the school, 

with a prayer garden displaying the mission statement. The learning environment is calm, prayerful 

and structured with each individual at the heart of the vision.  

Behaviour for learning is good or outstanding for all classes and pupils show an enthusiasm towards 

Religious Education in lessons and understand its importance within their everyday lives  

The school has very high expectations for pupils in all areas of the curriculum, and this rigour is very 

evident in Religious Education teaching and in the quality of work produced.  

The quality of Collective Worship is outstanding. There is a genuine enthusiasm for Collective Worship 

reflected in the prayerful silence, the respect and the quality of responses to prayer and singing.  

Families are invited to attend class stay and pray liturgies throughout the year. Parents find these litur-

gies very prayerful and reflective experiences to share with their child, as evidenced in the comments by 

parents and carers in the prayer life book.  

Thank you for your support to help make St Michael’s a successful school and for all of the wonderful 

comments on the Facebook and Twitter pages.  

World Book Day Friday 15th March 2019  

Here at St Michaels we have always enjoyed celebrating World Book Day where the chil-

dren are invited to dress as their favourite character or author if they wish to. As men-

tioned on the front of this newsletter I am very aware of the growing costs to families.  

We know the children really enjoy this day so didn't want to stop wearing costumes as 

some schools have, but instead have thought about how we can reduce the cost of the day.  

Please don’t feel that you need to buy a costume, home made ones are always fantastic and so creative, 

mine are usually all home made. I am also aware that lots of you are working full time and perhaps don’t 

have the time to make a costume so this year we have decided to hold our World Book Day a week after 

the official day . We hope this will give families time to make a costume or to pick one up hopefully at a 

reduced price or borrow one from a friend whose child has already celebrated the day on the 8th March.  

We are also inviting parents to send in unwanted costumes that no longer fit and we will have them in 

school for parents  to come and choose from if they wish.  
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February Dates  

Mon 11th—15th Science week  

Thurs 14th—Class 6 at Northumbria Univer-

sity  

Class 1 parental engagement session 2pm 

Fri 15th— Break up for half term  

March Dates  

Wed 6th—Ash Wednesday—Mass in 

Church—help needed to walk to St 

Michael’s Church please.  

Stay and Pray Class 6 2:30pm 

Fri 8th  Class 4 Stay and Pray 9am  

Sun 10th —Sacrament of Reconciliation 

for those children who are making their 

First Holy Communion.  

Fri 15th—World Book day (change of 

date)  

18th—21st—Music workshops with Mrs 

Walker whole school  

Mon 18th—Dance Festival for class 1 

and 3 

Thurs 21st—Class 3 start swimming les-

sons 

Mon 25th—Thurs 28th Book fair and 

Mindfulness Week 

Mon 25th—Parents evening  2:30pm—

6:00pm 

Wed 27th—FHC meeting @ 6pm  

Thurs 28th—Parents evening  4:00pm—

7:00pm 

Fri 29th—Dress in red for the British 

Heart foundation charity 

Note from Mrs Bruton  

Spare Uniform  

We have lots and lots of uniform in school without 

names and not claimed.  If you get a chance before 

half term please have a look. We will be giving out 

any with names on to the children they belong to.  

I am going to wash the unnamed over half term and 

create a bank of uniform that parents are more 

than welcome to come and take, as I’d rather it was 

used than just sat around in school. 

There is also a box full of hats and gloves unclaimed 

and unnamed—I won’t be able to add them all to 

Facebook as I previously had as there is so much. 

Again, please come and have a look. We are keep-

ing them to use as spares in the cold weather.  

I also wondered if anyone has wellies that no longer 

fit their children, please feel free to send them in. 

(Cleaned please). We will add those to the spare 

uniform for  people to have. I am very conscious of 

the growing cost to families of uniform and we 

hope this will help.  


