
 

Chaplaincy Team & Faith in Action  
 
Last half term, the Chaplaincy Team met 
for the first time and received their new 
badges; small, gold crucifix pin badges to 
show their commitment to supporting the 
Catholic Life and Chaplaincy provision at 
St. Michael’s. In October, the Chaplaincy 
team organised a Rosary session in the 
chapel and created posters to display 
around school. We were so pleased that so 
many children came along to share in the 
Rosary and think about Our Lady during 
the Month of Mary.  

A message from Fr Coxon: 

Just asking .... 
Sometimes children come home from 
school and ask questions which their 
parents find hard to answer. Why did 
people put Jesus on a cross to die? Why do 
people dip their fingers into water when 
they come into the church? Is the bible 
true? Then the children ask their 
grandparents, and sometimes 
grandparents aren’t sure of the answers 
either. Or else adults wonder who God 
really is, or if there is a God at all. It is 
questions like these, and many others, that 
we consider in a little group that meets 
informally in our Parish Office most weeks. 
If you are interested in finding out more, 
then give me a call on 0191- 373 0219, or 
email 
stjosephs.ushawmoor@btopenworld.com 

Fr David Coxon 

 
Coffee Morning for Autism Awareness 

Mini Vinnies helped organise a coffee morning to raise money for ‘The North East Autism 
Society.’ 
The children spent time organising games and making decorations and bunting for the 
morning. The whole school were also encouraged to come to school wearing something blue 
in exchange for £1. 
Mini Vinnies organised a raffle and collected prizes as well as a ‘Guess the name of the 
teddy’ and ‘Guess the amount of sweets in the jar’. All of these activities were a huge 
success.  
Mini Vinnies enjoyed helping out on the morning.  They welcomed parents, ran their stalls 
and helped to sell cakes. Overall the morning raised £297. 
Thank you to all those who donated, supported and helped on the day. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
The Mini Vinnies made sure that all the children in school were also given a cake. 
 
 
 



 

We have had a busy first half term at St. Michael’s and there are several things we would like to share with 
you from our first half term of the year. We also have lots of things coming up in the run up to Christmas, so 
please take note of important dates below. Fr Coxon has also provided a small segment of our newsletter with 
some relevant information and links with our Parish. As always, thank you for your continued support.  
Miss Kirkwood (RE Co-ordinator).  

Year of Mary  
Throughout the Diocese this year, schools have been 
celebrating the Year of Mary. During the month of October, 
we have taken the opportunity to further explore the role of 
Mary in both Jesus’ life and our own. We spent time in a 
whole school Collective Worship thinking about the different 
roles and names of Mary. Each class then concentrated on 
one of these names and produced some art work for our 
school hall to represent this name. These displays are now 
completed and are a wonderful celebration of the many 
different roles of Mary.   

Each week during our whole school and class 
Collective Worship, we focus on a particular theme; 
either taken from that week’s Gospel, current and 
topical events or a theme relevant to the children.  
 

Week 
beginning Collective Worship Theme 

29.10.18 All Saints 

5.11.18 
Sunday’s Gospel 
The Ten Commandments  
(The most important commandments) 

12.11.18 Kindness 
The Good Samaritan  

19.11.18 Patience  

26.11.18 Christ the King 

3.12.18 Advent – Getting ready and waiting 

10.12.18 Advent – Mary (The Visitation) 

17.12.18 Advent – Making Room for Jesus 

 

Each Wednesday, Fr Coxon comes into school to 
celebrate Mass in our chapel. Please see below 
which class is attending Mass each week. 

Wednesday 31st October No mass  
Wednesday 7th November  Year 6 & Year 3 
Wednesday 14th November Year 5 & Year 2 
Wednesday 21st November Year 4 
Wednesday 28th November Year 6 & Year 1 
Wednesday 5th December  Year 3 
Wednesday 12 December  Year 5 
Wednesday 19th December Year 4  

 Please note that Class F will attend Mass in the 
chapel later in the year once they have settled in to 
school life. 
Years 2, 3, 4, 5 & 6 will also be attending mass at St. 
Michael’s Church on Thursday 1st November at 11am 
to celebrate the feast of All Saints. You are all very 
welcome to join us and we would also appreciate 
any help to walk along to church.   

Stay & Pray  
Please come along and join us  

 
Class 1 - Thursday 22nd  
November  at 2.45pm 
Class 5 – Wednesday 5th 
December at 9.00am 
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