
History  
Long Term Planning 

Key Stage 1 

 Toys 
(changes within living 

memory) 

Great Fire of London 
(events beyond living 

memory) 

Neil Armstrong 
(significant individual) 

Grace Darling 
(significant person/event in own 

locality) 

Year 1 Recognise the distinction between 
past and present  
Place a few events and objects in 
order by using common phrases 
to show the passing of time 
To tell the difference between 
past and present in their own and 
other people’s lives 
Explain what an object from the 
past might be used for. 
Use sources to answer simple 
questions about the past. 
Ask and answer questions about 
the past through observing and 
handling a range of sources, such 
as, objects, pictures, people 
talking about their past, buildings, 
written sources. 

Recognise the distinction 
between past and present  
Place a few events and 
objects in order by using 
common phrases to show the 
passing of time 
Ask and answer questions 
about the past through 
observing and handling a 
range of sources, such as, 
objects, pictures, people 
talking about their past, 
buildings, written 
sources. 
 

 

Explain how some people have 
helped us to have better lives.  
Identify some similarities and 
differences between ways of life 
in different periods 
Use and make simple 
comparisons to features of 
events 
Recount simple stories 
accurately and suggest why 
people and events were 
important. 
Ask and answer questions about 
the past through observing a 
range of sources, such as 
pictures, films and written 
sources. 

 

Explain how some people have helped 
us to have better lives.  
Explain what an object from the past 
might have been used for 
Identifying some similarities and 
differences between ways of life in 
different periods 
Ask and answer questions about the 
past through observing a range of 
sources, such as pictures, films and 
written sources. 

 

Year 2 -Recognise the distinction 
between past and present. 
-Identify some similarities and 
differences between their own 
present and aspects of the past. 
-Recognise the distinction 
between present and past in their 
own and other people's lives. 

Recognise that their own 
lives are different from the 
lives of people in the past by 
describing some of the 
topics, events and people 
that they have studied 
To begin to understand the 
reasons why people in the 
past acted as they did from a 
range of sources 

To recount the life of someone 
famous from Britain who live in 
the past.  
Explain what that person did 
earlier and what they did later. 
Research the life of a famous 
person from the past using 
different sources of evidence.  
Recount simple stories 
accurately and suggest why 

To recount the life of someone famous 
from Britain who live in the past.  
Explain what that person did earlier and 
what they did later. 
Research the life of a famous person 
from the past using different sources of 
evidence. 
Identifying some similarities and 
differences between ways of life in 
different periods 



 

-Identify some similarities and 
differences between ways of life in 
different periods. 
-Recognise that their own lives 
are different from the lives of 
people in the past  
-Use sources to answer simple 
questions about the past. 
-Ask and answer questions about 
the past through observing and 
handling a range of sources, such 
as, objects, pictures, people 
talking about their past, buildings, 
written sources. 

 
 

 

people and events were 
important. 
Begin to understand the 
importance of basing ideas on 
source evidence 'I think this 
because in the picture...' 

Begin to understand and form simple 
hypotheses about the reasons why 
people in the past acted as they did 
from a range of sources 


