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Key Stage 2 

 
 

 Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge Human and Physical 
Geography 

Geographical skills  

Year 3 Name and locate counties and cities of the 
United Kingdom, geographical regions and their 
identifying human and physical characteristics.  
 

Compare a region of the UK 
with a region in a European 
country (N.E. England and 
Catalonia, Spain) 

The Water Cycle 
Volcanoes and 
Earthquakes 

Maps: 
Follow a route on a map; locate places using 
a range of maps; match boundaries on 
different maps; 4 figure compasses; 
letter/number co-ordinates; make a simple 
map 

Year 4 Identify key topographical features (including 
hills, mountains, coasts and rivers) of the United 
Kingdom as well as land use patterns and 
understand how some of these aspects have 
changed over time. 

Compare a region of the UK 
with a region in a European 
country (Wales and 
Geneva) 

Climate zones, biomes and 
vegetation belts 

Maps:  
Follow a route on a larger scale map; locate 
places in a range of maps; identify features 
on aerial phots or digital map; begin to use 8 
figure compass and 4 figure grid references; 
draw a sketch map with OS symbols and a 
key 

Year 5 Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus 
on Europe (including Russia) and North and 
South America, concentrating on their 
environmental regions, key physical and human 
characteristics, countries and major cities. 

Compare a region of the UK 
with a region of North 
America (Scotland and 
Canada) 

Types of settlement and 
land use 
Rivers and mountains 

Maps: 
Compare maps with aerial photos; select a 
map for a purpose; use atlases to find out 
other info; maps of different scales; 8 figure 
compasses, 6 figure grid references, draw a 
variety of thematic maps based on won data; 
draw a sketch map using symbols and a key, 
OS map symbols 

Year 6 Identify the position and significance of latitude, 
longitude, equator, Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, the tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn, Arctic and Antarctic Circle, the 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian and time zones.  
 

Compare a region of the UK 
with a region of South 
America (Northern Ireland 
and Ecuador)  

Economic activity including 
trade links, and the 
distribution of natural 
resources including energy, 
food, minerals and water.  

Follow a short route on a OS map; use 
atlases to find out data about other places; 
use 8 figure compass and 6 figure grid 
references, use lines of longitude and 
latitude, draw plans of increasing 
complexity,  begin to use and recognise atlas 
symbols 

Field Work 
A day trip or residential trip (e.g. Grinton Lodge, Tynemouth, Hamsterley Forest) to be planned once a year where the relevant year group objectives can be covered. 
Children will research location and plan the data  and observations they will gather. During the trip they will gather their data, make sketches, take photos, record 
observations etc. Once back in the classroom, they can present their findings, produce graphs, add annotations to photos and sketches.  

 


