
Note from Mrs Bruton  

Welcome back to school and a very Happy New Year to you. I hope you’ve enjoyed the 

Christmas break and had some valuable family time.  

I would like to share with you the latest information that we have been given regarding 

the Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle’s plan for academies.  Please find an extract that 

the Director of Catholic Education asked us to share with parishioners, you may have al-

ready read this in the parish newsletter. If you have any questions about this, please 

make an appointment to see me.  

 

Revised Diocesan Academy Policy 

The Diocesan Academy Policy has been revised with the aim that our diocesan schools 

will become academies within one of four Diocesan education trusts by July 2022. Un-

derpinning the Diocesan Academy Policy is the desire and need to ensure the promo-

tion, preservation, protection and future development of Catholic education within the 

Diocese of Hexham and Newcastle so that it is fit for the mission of the Church. There 

are 156 schools in our diocese educating 53,600 children. 45 of our schools are currently 

academies. The implementation of this policy will happen in two stages: 

Stage 1: consolidation of existing academies and trusts into one base trust 

Stage 2: conversion of voluntary aided schools to academy status within their regional 

trust 

Whenever voluntary aided schools convert to academy status, they will join their single 

regional trust as equal partners with all schools within the trust. All schools in the region 

will be included in the process from the outset. In establishing these trust structures and 

having a single system in our Diocese, we aim to ensure that the children and young peo-

ple in our schools will continue to receive the very best educational opportunities and 

life fulfilling experiences, within communities which have the teachings of Christ and his 

Church at the very centre. A Catholic trust model where every school has its place will 

mean that no individual school will be left isolated or vulnerable in a rapidly changing 

environment. It will ensure that the uniqueness of each individual school is celebrated 

and the unique contribution of each is recognised and appreciated. In order for this poli-

cy to be fulfilled, the Bishop expects all schools to continue to work together as a Dioce-

san family for the good of Catholic education in our Diocese. Through the trust struc-

tures the aim is to facilitate greater sharing, adding strength and capacity to our system 

and ensuring that all schools are supported and included. In this way we will better fulfil 

the mission of Catholic education within the Church. 
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Mon 6th—return to school  

Fri 10th—Class 1 Stay and Pray 

9:00am  

Wed 15th—FHC meeting 6:30 pm 

Tues 28th— Class 6 visit Northum-

bria University  

Wed 29th—Class 3 assembly 9:00am  

Thurs 30th—KS2 girls football com-

petition for selected children 

 

 

Mon 3rd—Anglo Saxon day KS2  

Tues 4th—Road Safety week  

Wed 5th—FHC meeting 6:30pm  

Mon 10th—Safer internet day  

Coffee Afternoon 2:00pm in the school 

hall  

Tues 11th—Class 2 assembly 9:00am 

Thurs 13th—Y5/6 Triathlon for selected 

children  

Fri 14th—Break up for half term  

Mon 17th and Tues 18th—Holiday club  

 

January  February 

Electronic Forms through ParentMail – please download the App 

In an effort to go paperless, we’re going to start using electronic forms this term for book-

ing things like sports clubs and to get permission for activities etc. It’s very simple it is to 

use - a form is delivered to your ParentMail App and with just a few clicks, you’re done - no 

more hoping letters come home and that the school office gets your reply! 

 If you haven’t already done so, please download the ParentMail App as this is the quickest 

and easiest way to receive and reply to any forms that are sent out.  

If you will still need paper copies, please email Mrs Brown at: 

stmichaels@durhamlearning.net or ring the school. 


