
History  
Long Term Planning 

Key Stage 1 

 Great Fire of London 
(events beyond living memory) 

 

Grace Darling 

(significant person/event in 

own locality) 

Toys (Books and 
Transport for Year 2) 
(changes within living 

memory) 

Neil Armstrong 
(significant individual) 

 • Look at a timeline of the 
events of the Great Fire of 
London (differentiated as 
appropriate) 

• Look at time line of 
events – Grace 
Darling’s life and the 
events of the night of 
the rescue 
(differentiate as 
appropriate) 

• Look at time line of 
major historic events 
over a period of time 
within living memory 
(differentiate as 
appropriate) 

• Look at timeline of Neil 
Armstrong’s life (differentiate 
as appropriate) 

Year 1 • Discuss (teacher led – 
picture of event – what do 
we know? What questions 
do we have? 

• Retell the events of the fire 
– focus on timelining, 
chronology (events leading 
up to the fire, what 
happened because of the 
fire) 

• Discuss differences and 
similarities (use of 
sourcessources) – horse 
cart, fire engine etc 

• Discuss – what is a 
lighthouse? Where is 
Bambrough?  

• Look at Grace’s life 
using a range of 
sources– objects (same 
and different)  

• Discuss the basics of 
the event. 

• Ask - Why was she 
famous? 

• Make links to the 
Queen and the 
monarchy – history of 
Britain. 

• Look at and discuss 
memorabilia – medals 
(provision) 

 

• Discuss – class discussion 
about old toys. Think 
about what they play with 
now. Look at how they are 
similar and different. 

• Create a timeline of old 
toys – focus on 
chronological order 

• Create questions for 
grandparents about their 
toys when they were 
young. 

• Create a table of their 
favourite toy and their 
grandparent’s favourite 
toy (following on from 
questions taken home) –  
discuss the changes that 

• Discuss – class discussion around 
a picture of Neil Armstrong and 
the moon.  

• Watch some video clips of Neil 
Armstrong and look at his life. 
Discuss historical differences and 
think about how his life has 
effected our lives now. 

• Create a timeline of the event. 

• Explore Neil Armstrong and think 
about who he is and what he did. 

• Look at the moon landing.  What 
did he do?  

• Think about what was the moon 
like for Neil Armstrong. Why did 
he need a rocket and a space suit? 
Why does the flag not move? 
Why is his footprint still there? 



have occurred. What does 
this tell us? 

• Think about how toys 
were used/how they 
worked? – pushed, wound 
up, batteries? Compare 
and contrast with toys 
now. 

• Explore the history of the 
teddy bear 

 

What historical relevance do 
these things have today? 

Year 2 • Discuss – what do you know 
about the Great Fire of 
London?  When did it 
happen, where did it start? 

• Briefly discuss and recap 
events of the fire. 

• Look in detail at Samuel 
Pepys (in particular his 
diary) – consider events 
from different perspectives, 
Duke of York, King etc to 
encourage critical thinking. 

• Explore sources – picture, 
written, object – and discuss 
how reliable each on is. 

• Think about - Why did the 
fire spread so quickly? 

• Explore the development of 
the fire brigade as we know 
it today. 

 
 

• Discuss – who is Grace 
Darling? What did she 
do? 

• Look in detail at who 
Grace Darling was. Ask 
-  What was her life 
like?  

• Look at life in the 
lighthouse. Use dates 
and historic events. 
How did this event fit 
into her life? What else 
was going on at that 
time? Discuss historic 
importance. 

• Look at and discuss SS 
Forfarshire and the 
journey it made. 

• Discuss and use 
sources. 

• This about - What can 
we learn from her 
example? Include 
women’s rescues, how 
women’s roles 

• Discuss – which toys are 
from the past/present? 
How can we tell? How are 
these toys different to our 
toys? 

• Look at toys – theirs, 
parents, grandparents – 
and chart the progression. 
Discuss changes, 
similarities and 
differences.  

• Focus on old toys that are 
still around today – how 
have they changed? 
Compare and contrast 
similarities and 
differences – which do 
they prefer and why? 

• Explore the changes in 
children’s books - theirs, 
parents, grandparents – 
and chart progression. 

• Explore the changes in 
transport – progression of 

• Discuss – Who was Neil 
Armstrong, why was he famous, 
what did he do, when did he do 
it? 

• Think about why the moon 
landing was so important?  

• Explore the history of the Space 
Race and its impact on the world 
at the time.  

• Explore the difficulty of space 
travel and look at the Apollo 13 
mission – sometimes things go 
wrong! 

• Look in detail at the moon landing 
– the preparation, the actual 
event and the impact of the 
mission and how it effects our 
lives today. 

• Compare and contrast the lives 
and careers of Neil Armstrong and 
Tim Peake.  

 



 

developed throughout 
history (RNLI planning) 

 

transport over living 
memory. 

 


