
Communication with school 

If you need to speak to a member of staff please email school at 

Stmichaels@durhamlearning.net. 

We will endeavour to get back to you within 24 hours during school hours.  

Please do not email any staff member on their personal email or message them directly 

on Facebook or Twitter. Promoting staff wellbeing is the role of myself and governors 

and a work life balance is important for both parents and staff members. As we do not 

have funds to buy staff work mobile phones, most staff use their own mobile to access 

emails therefore making the need to follow the correct procedure of emailing school 

even more important for work life balance.  

Please see the flow chart below with the guidance of who to contact:-  

If you are con-

cerned 

About a friendship 

issue or incident 

at break time  

If you are con-

cerned 

About an aspect 

of your child’s 

learning  

If you are con-

cerned 

About a member 

of staff   

If you are con-

cerned 

About the safety 

or welfare of a 

child  

Contact your 

child’s  

Teacher  

 

Contact your 

child’s  

Teacher  

 

Contact the  

Headteacher  

Mrs Bruton 

 

Contact either of 

the schools safe-

guarding leads   

Mrs Brown 

Mrs Bruton  

Contact the school  

head of key stage  

KS1 Miss Crawley 

KS2 Mrs Parker  

Contact our  

SENDCO  

Mrs Parker  

 

If unresolved con-

tact  the  

Chair of Governors  

Mrs Kelsey  

If unresolved con-

tact  the  

Headteacher  

Mrs Bruton  

If unresolved con-

tact  the  

Headteacher  

Mrs Bruton  

If unresolved con-

tact  First Contact  

03000  

267 979  

www.stmichaelsesh.durham.sch.uk           @stmichaelsesh  

  St Michael’s RC Primary School, Esh (Private Group)   

September 2020  

Mon 7th—Breakfast club starts  

Thurs 10th—Tea club starts  

Tues 15th and Wed 16th Catch up 

sessions start   

Wed 16th—Year 6 booster starts  

Thurs 17th—New class F start full 

time  

Mon 21st—Mon 28th—Parents 

Evening (virtual) 

Tues 6th October—Individual Photo-

graphs  

Fri 23rd October—Break up for half 

term  

September  October 

Welcome to our new class F  

This week our new class F children start to visit us as part of their in-

duction to St Michaels. Due to Covid their visits have been moved to 

September but we are sure this won’t stop them from enjoying their 

first year here with us. 

A big welcome to Henry, Albie, Sebastian, Heidi, Emily, Lucy, Arlo, 

George, Toby, Lacey, Bailey, Thomas, Caleb, 

Charles, Louie, Samual, Jensen, Finley, Ada 

and Matthew. A warm welcome also to 

their families. We hope you have a fabu-

lous time at St Michael’s School.  



A note from Mrs Bruton  

Dear Parents 

A big welcome back to school for the start of our new school year. Our return to school 

has been very successful. The children, staff and parents are adjusting to our ‘new norm’.  

We are working on our ‘Recovery Curriculum’ and this will soon be available on our 

school website for you to see how we are planning for what the children have missed.  

Myself and governors have completed a thorough risk assessment to ensure we could 

return to school safely—this is also available on our school website. We continue to re-

view this. It is very important that you familiarise yourself with the procedures in place 

and the government guidance on social distancing and keeping safe. 

If your child is displaying any symptoms of Covid they must not come to school. 

 A high temperature 

 A cough 

 Loss of taste or smell  

They and family members need to isolate and the member of the family displaying 

symptoms needs to be tested for COVID.  If your child tests negative they may then re-

turn to school. If they test positive they must not return until at least 10 days since first 

displaying symptoms. If a member of your family tests positive, your family must isolate 

for 14 days.  

If we have a confirmed case in school I will contact parents and let them know. I will also 

take advice from the Local Heath Agency and the Public Health Agency. The staff and 

children in the bubble with the child or adult with a confirmed case must isolate for 14 

days, even if they have a test that is negative as their symptoms may appear after a test 

has been taken. I appreciate how disruptive this will be to you and to us but these are 

the steps that we must follow to keep us all safe.  

As we are heading into the cold season lots of children may have colds, if your child has a 

cold, please check their temperature. If they have a high temperature they must not 

come to school and would need to take a test. A runny nose is not currently a recognised 

sign.  If you are at all unsure of what to do then please call 111 and take advice.  

If your child is absent from school due to self isolating or testing positive we will provide 

home education for them. We are currently creating a plan for this which will soon be 

available to parents on our website. 

If you are visiting us please make sure you have organised this in advance. All visitors will 

be asked to wear a mask. If you wish to wear a mask whilst dropping off and picking up 

your child that’s your decision and we will fully support this as some parts of our school 

path are narrow.   

 We usually hold a drop in parents evening in Sep-

tember so that you can see how your child has 

settled into their new class. Due to the current situa-

tion this term this will be a telephone call with your 

class teacher. You will be able to book the time for a 

5 minute call through parent mail—we will let you 

know when this is available to book  

School Photographs  

Our school photographer is visiting in October. We will 

be taking each bubble separately and the bench will be 

cleaned down after each bubble has used it. The pho-

tographers will be asked to wear a mask or visor. 

We usually allow parents to bring in siblings for a family 

photograph but I am afraid we won’t be able to offer 

this in this instance.  

Help Needed 

I am looking to set up a PTA fundraising group to help us raise funds for our school. We 

used to have a Friends of the School group but this has dwindled somewhat over time.  

Since COVID 19 we have had significant costs to our school. We have had to purchase 

lots of extra resources; safety items; cleaning items; PPE; signage; new cloakroom 

stands; extra furniture; equipment for the children in addition to matting to create a 

path for the one way system. We have also had to employ extra staff for staff who need 

to distance from the children. All of this is coming from our school funds and we are not 

given any extra funding from the government for this. This is having a detrimental im-

pact on our school budget. 

We will not be able to hold any school events and we are very aware of the financial im-

pact on families from Covid, but if we have an active PTA we can apply for a range of 

grants that are available. One of our governors has experience of this and has offered to 

support a group of staff and parents apply for these grants. In order to do this we need 

a PTA group. We would only need to meet once a half term and we could do this virtual-

ly over teams or zoom. I have pencilled in Wednesday 23rd September at 5pm for a 

meeting. If you think you could help us and give a little bit of time to help us get funds 

for this expensive time we would be really grateful. Please email me at school at 

stmichaels@durhamlearning.net . Thank you in advance.  


