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vocabulary  

 
 
 
 

 
  



 Reception  Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Historical 

Focus  
Understanding of 
the World – Past 
and Present 
 
 

1. Toys – (changes 
within living memory) 
2. The Great Fire of 
London (events 
beyond living 
memory) 
3. Neil Armstrong 
(significant individual) 
4. Grace Darling (Local 
History significant 
event) 

1. Transport 
(changes within 
living memory with 
local link to trains) 
2. The Gunpowder 
plot (events beyond 
living memory) 
3. Matthew Henson 
and Felicity Ashton 
(significant 
individuals) 
4. James Cook (Local 
History significant 
event)  
 

1. The Stone Age  
2. Ancient Egypt 
3. The Romans 
4. Benin 
5. The Victorians  
 

1. Ancient Greece 
2. The Romans 
3. The Anglo Saxons 
4. Benin  
5. The Victorians 

1. Bronze age to Iron 
age 
2. Ancient Egypt  
3. World War 2 
4. Crime and 
Punishment – 
through Anglo 
Saxons/Vikings and 
Tudors 

1. Ancient Greece 
2. The Anglo Saxons 
3. World War 2 
4. Crime and Punishment 
through   

Experiences  Visit to local area 
Museum 
visit/workshop 

Museum workshop 
Seaside visit 

Transport 
museum/Railway 
James Cook 
Museum  

Oriental Museum 
 
Beamish   
Roman Fort  
 

Oriental Museum 
 
Beamish 
Roman Fort  

Eden Camp 
 
Yorvik Museum  

Eden Camp 

Disciplinary Knowledge 
Chronologic
al 
understandi
ng 

• Message board 

includes 

yesterday and 

tomorrow 

discussion 

• Ordering and 

sequencing the 

day with a 

visual 

timetable 

• Understand 

the past 

through 

• Sequence events 
in their life  

• Sequence 3 or 4 
artefacts from 
distinctly 
different periods 
of time  

• Match objects to 
people of 
different ages  

• Explain how they 
have changed 
since they were 
born 

• Sequence 
events into 
chronological 
order and give 
reasons for the 
order 

• Use words such 
as before, after, 
past, present, 
then and now 

• Use a range of 
appropriate 
words to 

• Place the time 
studied on a time 
line 

• Use dates and 
terms related to 
the study unit and 
passing of time 

• Describe events 
and periods using 
BC, AD, ancient, 
decade and 
century 

• Use their 
mathematical 

• Plot recent 
history on a 
timeline using 
centuries 

• Place periods of 
history on a time 
line showing 
periods of time 

• Use 
mathematical 
knowledge to 
round up time 
differences into 

• Use dates and 
historical 
knowledge in 
their work 

• Draw a timeline 
with different 
time periods 
outlined with 
detailed 
information 

• Use 
mathematical 
knowledge to 
work out exact 

• Describe where a 
period of history fits 
on a timeline 

• Place a specific 
event on a timeline 
by decade 

• Place features of 
events and people 
from past societies 
in a chronological 
framework 



settings, 

characters and 

events 

encountered in 

books read in 

class and 

storytelling  

• To sequence a 

few events or 

related objects 

 

• Timeline any 
significant 
events/changes in 
national history 
since their birth  

 
 

describe the 
past 

 

knowledge to 
work out how long 
ago something 
might have 
happened  

 

centuries and 
decades 

• Use terms 
related to the 
period and begin 
to date events 

 

time scales and 
time differences 

Knowledge 
and 
interpretati
on 

• Talk about the 

lives of the 

people around 

them and how 

they 

themselves 

have changed 

over time 

• To talk about 

significant 

events in their 

lives and 

understand 

this is not the 

same for 

everyone 

• To recall 

knowledge 

about: 

-experiences 

they have had 

with their 

• Give examples of 
things that are 
different in their 
lives and their 
grandparents 
childhoods 

• Identify the main 
difference 
between old and 
new objects 

• Identify objects 
from the past 

• Appreciate that 
some famous 
people have 
made our life 
better today 
 

• Name famous 
British events 
and people 

• Recount the life 
of someone 
famous from 
the past 

• Recognise that 
we celebrate 
certain events, 
like Bonfire 
Night, because 
of historical 
events 

• Recount 
interesting facts 
from an 
historical event 
 

• Explain what is 
meant by 
Parliament 

 

• Appreciate that 
the early Brits 
would not have 
communicated or 
eaten as we do 

• Begin to picture 
life for early 
settlers 

• Recognise that 
Britain has been 
invaded several 
groups over time 

• Realise that 
invaders form the 
past would have 
fought with hand-
to-hand combat 

• Suggest why 
certain events 
happened as they 
did in history 

• Suggest why 
certain people 

• Explain how 
events form the 
past have 
shaped our lives 

• Appreciate that 
wars have 
happened from a 
very long time 
ago and are 
associated with 
invasion, 
conquering or 
religion 

• Know that in the 
past people 
cooked and 
travelled 
differently to us 

• Recognise that 
the wealthy and 
poor lived very 
different lives 

• Appreciate how 
items from the 

• Describe 
historical events 
from different 
periods 

• Make 
comparisons 
between 
different periods 

• Appreciate that 
Parliament has 
made major 
decisions for a 
long time 

• Appreciate that 
significant 
events in history 
have helped 
shape our 
country today 

• Understand how 
crime and 
punishment has 
changed over 
the years  

• Summarise the main 
events for a specific 
period in history 

• Summarise how 
Britain has 
influenced world 
history 

• Summarise what 
Britain might have 
learned from other 
countries and 
civilisations 

• Describe features of 
historical events and 
people 

• Recognise and 
describe differences 
and 
similarities/changes 
and continuity 
between different 
periods of history 



family and 

friends, 

-people of 

particular 

importance 

-parts of the 

Christmas/East

er story 

-events linked 

to holidays, 

trips, journeys 

and transport 

 

acted as they did 
in history 

past are helping 
us build a picture 
of how people in 
the past lived 

 

 

Historical 
Interpretati
on and 
Enquiry 

• Identify some 

similarities and 

differences 

between things 

in the past and 

now – school 

life, 

technology, 

photograph 

• Members of 

staff in 

Foundation 

move learning 

forward during 

play through 

questioning, 

new 

vocabulary and 

adding 

resources 

 

• Ask and answer 
questions about 
old and new 
objects 

• Identify old and 
new things in a 
picture 

• Answer questions 
using an 
artefact/photogra
ph 

• Give a plausible 
explanation about 
what an object 
was used for in 
the past 

• Find out 
something 
about the past 
by speaking to 
an older person 

• Answer 
questions by 
using a specific 
source 

• Research the 
life of a famous 
Briton from the 
past 

• Research a 
famous event 
that happens in 
Britain and 
explain why it 
happens 

• Research the 
life of someone 

• Recognise the part 
that 
archaeologists 
have had in 
helping us 
understand the 
past 

• Use various 
sources of 
evidence to 
answer questions 

• Use various 
sources to piece 
together 
information about 
a time period 

• Research a specific 
event from the 
past 

• Use information 
finding skills to 
write about 

• Research two 
versions of an 
event and say 
how they differ 

• Research what it 
was like for a 
child in a given 
time period 

• Give more than 
one reason to 
support an 
historical 
argument 

• Communicate 
knowledge and 
understanding 
orally and in 
writing and offer 
points of view 
based upon what 
they have found 
out 

• Test out a 
hypothesis in 
order to answer 
a question 

• Appreciate how 
historical 
artefacts have 
helped us 
understand 
more about 
British lives in 
the past and the 
present 

 

• Look at two 
different versions of 
an historical event 
and say how the 
author may be 
attempting to 
persuade or give a 
specific viewpoint 

• Identify and explain 
their understanding 
of propaganda 

• Describe a key event 
from Britain’s past 
using a range of 
evidence from 
different sources 

 



from their local 
area 

 

historical 
information 

• Through research, 
identify similarities 
and differences 
between given 
periods in history  

 

 

Organisatio
n and 
Communicat
ion  

Visits and visitors –  

Enhancements in 

CP may include 

items from the 

past, books etc 

Time for children to 

talk about their 

own experiences 

and develop 

discussion and 

language  

Some direct 

teaching circle 

times when needed  

Time lines (3D with objects/ sequential 
pictures)  
Drawing  
Drama/role play  
Writing (reports, labelling, simple recount)  
Class display  
Museum Visits  
Annotated photographs ICT  
Drawing past and present items  
Write simple recounts about main events 
Draw labelled diagrams and write about them 
and tell others about people, objects and 
events from the past e.g drawing of toys 
based on handling artefacts, label past and 
present trains  

Communicate knowledge and understanding in 
a variety of ways – discussions, pictures, 
writing, annotations, drama, models 
Display findings in a variety of ways 
Work independently and in groups  
Plan and carry out individual or group soul 
investigations  
Can explain a cause/consequence change or 
the importance of an event or place e.g. why 
did the Romans attempt to invade  
Uses subject specific vocabulary when writing 
or presenting  
 

Fit events into a timeline so  
Record and communicate knowledge in different 
forms, work independently and in groups 
showing initiative.  
Use a variety of ways to communicate knowledge 
and understanding including extended writing.  
Plan and carry out individual or group soul 
investigations  
Present detailed findings giving reference to 
historical skills being taught 
 
 

Vocabulary 
– Historical 
Terms 

Today, the present, 
long ago, old, 
yesterday, tomorrow, 
the past, the future, 
day, week, 
monthParent, 
grandparent, great 
grandparent, who?, 
what?, lifetime, 
remember, 
new/recent, clue, 
memory, remember, 

Use simple 
vocabulary to 
describe passing of 
time (e.g. now, 
then, long ago, 
before and after). 
Ask and answer 

questions. 

Use further terms 
associated with 
the past (e.g. year, 
decade and 
century). Widen 
vocabulary of 
everyday 
historical terms. 
Ask and answer 

questions. 

Use appropriate 
historical vocabulary 
to describe key 
features of a time 
period 

Begin to use 
abstract terms 
(e.g. empire, 
civilisation, 
parliament, 
peasantry and 
heptarchy) 

Make appropriate 
use of historical 
terms in 
discussion and 
understand 
concepts (e.g. 
local, regional, 
national and 
international) 
 

Use in context 
and understand 
terms relating to 
different types of 
history (e.g. 
cultural, 
economic, 
military, political, 
religious, social) 
 



materials, plastic 
Calendar, month, 
week, day, 

Use a range of historical 
language and key dates 
with accuracy 

Use a range of historical 
language and key dates 
with accuracy 

 


