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Foundation  The World 
 
Children comment and ask questions about aspects of their 
familiar world and can talk about things they have observed 
such as plants, animals, natural and found objects.  
 
Children show care and concern for living things and the 
environment.  
 
Children know, talk and observe similarities, differences, 
patterns and change in relation to places, objects, materials 
and living things and can talk about why things occur and how 
they change.  
 
Children talk about features of their own immediate 
environment and how environments might vary from one 
another.  
 
Where we live 
Children understand the meaning of road, footpath, open 
spaces and buildings and can locate them in their local area. 
Children can recognise and discuss the differences between 
villages and cities and identify thir local village and nearest 
city. 
 

The World and People and 
Communities  
 
Children talk about 
features of their own 
immediate environment 
and how environments 
might vary from one 
another.  
 
Children show interest in 
different occupations and 
ways of life.  
 
Children can talk about 
similarities and 
differences in relation to 
friends or family.  
 
Children know about 
similarities and 
differences between 
communities and 
traditions.  

Writing, Shape, Space and Measure and Being Imaginative  
 
Children give meaning to the marks they make and can write labels 
and captions – e.g. symbols and labels on a map.  
 
Children can use positional language and describe their relative 
position.  
 
Children use everyday language to talk about size, weight, capacity, 
position, distance, time and money to compare and solve 
problems.  
 
Children use resources to create props and choose particular 
colours for a purpose – e.g. blue for sea and yellow for sand.  

Key 
Vocabulary 

Street, house, bungalow, school, church, zebra crossing, traffic 
lights, road, footpath, open space, buildings, village, city 

Teacher, caretaker, Head 
Teacher, cleaner, Police 
Officer, doctor, dentist 

Left, right, forwards, backwards, above, under, around 

Key Stage 1 

 Locational/Human and Physical 
Knowledge 

Place Knowledge Geographical 
Knowledge 

Forest Schools 

End Point To know the continents of the world 
and where they are. 

To know the countries of the UK and where 
they are. 

To understand and 
describe the features of 

our local area. 

To confidently 
apply 

geographical 



 

 

skills in the real 
world. 

Year 1 Our World 
• Understand that the world is spherical, 

name the 7 continents and 5 oceans of 
the word correctly 

• Use an atlas to locate the continents 
and oceans correctly 

• Locate hot and cold areas of the world 

• To make comparisons about weather in 
different locations studied 

• Recognise and name basic human and 
physical features 

 
 

Our Country 
• Know the countries that make up the UK 

• Know the capital cities of the UK and their 
surrounding areas 

• Know the nationalities of the people who live in 
the UK 

• Name, locate and identify characteristics of the 
four countries that make up the UK 

• Know the name and location of some rivers in the 
UK (including the Tyne, Wear and Tees) 

• Describe human and physical features of our 
capital city, London 

Our Local Area and Our 
School 

• Look at maps of local 
areas and identify known 
features/landmarks 

• Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to describe 
physical features of local 
area (e.g beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, hill) 

• Use basic geographical 
vocabulary to describe 
human features of local 
area (e.g city, village, 
town, farm, house, shop) 

• Draw a simple map of the 
school 

• Plan a route, giving 
reasons for choices made 

Forest Schools 
• Use simple 

compass 
directions 
(North, East, 
South, West) 

• Use simple 
directional 
language (eg, 
near, far, left, 
right 

 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Near, far, left, right, map, plan, globe, 
journey, travel, long, short, wide, 
Summer, winter, autumn, spring, 

seasons, wind, snow, rain, hail, fog, wet, 
dry, hot, cold 

Near, far, left, right, map, plan, globe, journey, 
travel, long, short, wide 

Near, far, left, right, map, 
plan, globe, journey, travel, 

long, short, wide, plan, 
transport, lorry, bus, car 

near, far, left, right, 
North, East, South, 

West 

 Locational/Geographical 
Knowledge 

Place Knowledge Human and Physical Forest Schools 

End Point To confidently locate different 
countries around the world and 

describe their lcations. 

To confidently locate China on a map and 
compare it to Britain. 

To use geographical 
vocabulary to describe 

locations in the UK. 

To confidently 
apply 

geographical 
skills in the real 

world. 



 

 

Year 2 Safari Adventure and The World 
• Name some different types of maps and 

describe some main features of maps 

• Identify map symbols and what they 
mean 

• Name the points of a compass 

• Confidently use a map/ atlas/ globe to 
locate continents, countries, oceans, 
rivers etc around the world 

• Explain and locate where Kenya is on a 
map 

• Draw a map of Kenya and locate the 
capital city, some main cities and 
oceans 

• Identify the features of a national park 
and a game reserve 

• Identify animals that live in Kenya and 
explore the concept of ‘endangered 
animals’ 

• Confidently use compass directions to 
move around a map 

What’s it like in China? 
• Understand where China is located in the world 

and find it on a map/globe 

• Draw a map of China and locate the capital city 

• Compare Beijing and London 

• Plan a simple route around an area 

• Compare schools in the Uk and China 

• Explore the different types of Farming in China 

• Ask geographical questions (eg, Where is it? What 
is this place like? How near/far is it?) 

• Use aerial photographs ton recognise human and 
physical features 

 
 

Let’s go to the seaside! 
• Use key geographical 

language to describe 
different places, including 
seaside locations 

• Locate nearest seaside 
resort on a map, begin to 
locate other UK seaside 
resorts (including South 
Shields) 

• Begin to classify key 
features into ‘natural’ 
and ‘man-made’ 

• Describe features of a 
seaside resort 

Forest Schools 
• Use compass 

directions (N, 
NE, E, SE, S, 
SW, W) 

• Use 
directional 
language 
(Near, far, 
adjacent, 
left, right, 
above, 
below, 
behind etc) 
Use 
fieldwork 
and 
observational 
skills to study 
geography of 
school and 
grounds 

Key 
Vocabulary 

North, South, East, West, North-East, 
South-East, South-West, North-West, 
landscape, environment, Equator, North 
Pole, South Pole, distant, larger, smaller 

North, South, East, West, Norht-East, South-East, 
South-West, North-West, landscape, 
environment, Equator, North Pole, South Pole, 
distant, larger, smaller 

 
 

England, Scotland, Northern 
Ireland, Wales, Eire, North, 
South, East, West, location, 
route, aerial view, London, 
Edinburgh, Cardiff, Belfast, 

Dublin, local, distant,  

Near, far, adjacent, 
left, right, above, 
below, larger, smaller, 
behind, N, NE, E, SE, S, 
SW, W 

Key Stage 2 

 Locational Knowledge/ Human 
and Physical 

Place Knowledge Geographical Knowledge 

End Point To locate counties, cities, rivers and 
seas of the UK, identifying rural and 

urban areas. 

To locate and describe rainforests, discussing 
the layers and the importance of rainforests. 

To name and describe some natural disasters and 
their causes. 

Year 3 The UK and Land Use 
• Locate countries that make up the UK 

on a map, naming capital cities, major 
cities, counties, seas and rivers 

Rainforests 
• Name, locate and describe some countries where 

rainforests are found 

Forces of Nature! 
• Name the layers that make up the Earth and 

describe their properties 

• Describe how earthquakes occur. 



 

 
• Explain what a county is and locate 

County Durham on a map 

• Locate and name other local counties 

• Find areas of lower and higher ground 
on a map, including mountain range 
heights 

• Understand the purpose of a sketch 
map and compare to a published map 

• Use symbols to annotate a map 

• List ways we use land in the UK, 
differentiating between rural and 
urban, focus on Durham and Esh 

• Identify rural and urban areas in the UK 

• Explain who first settled in London, 
explaining the changes in London and 
its population over time and explaining 
why it was chosen as the location of the 
Prime Meridian 

• Use the 8 compass points to locate a 
location on a map and describe the 
location of places on a map 

 

• Understand that rainforests are found near the 
Equator and explain why, identifying the tropics of 
Cancer and Capricorn 

• Compare and contrast the Amazon rainforest and 
Sherwood Forest 

• Describe the layers of the Amazon, including 
details of insect, animal and plant life 

• Discuss and understand the importance of plant 
and animal life in the Amazon. 

• Discuss deforestation and suggests ways of 
reducing it. 

• Look at replanting initiatives in the rainforests. 

 
 

 

• Name the key parts of a volcano, explain how it is 
formed and catagorise them 

• Show where most volcanoes are found and describe 
what happens when they erupt 

• Describe how to keep safe during a volcano 

• Think about the risks and benefits of living near a 
volcano 

• Describe a tsunami and explain how they occur.  

• Look at how tornados form and how scientists 
collect data about storms 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Landscape, relief map, political map, 
ocean, lake, compass, climate, 
Settlement, community, landscape, 
vegetation, soil, peat, loam, clay, 
transport (carry), weather, mountain, 
erosion, port, harbour, factory, office, 
house, industry, 

Landscape, relief map, political map, North East, 
South East, ocean, lake, compass, climate, 
vegetation,  

Landscape, relief map, political map, ocean, lake, 
compass, climate 

 Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge/ Human and 
Physical 

Geographical Knowledge 

End Point To locate, understand and describe the 
locations of areas of the world. 

To understand and discuss the similarities and 
differences of places in the UK. 

To understand and describe why people live in 
certain places. 

Year 4 The World 
• Locate the Equator on a map, 

identifying the Northern and Southern 
Hemispheres, naming some countries 
on the equator 

• Locate the North and South Poles on a 
map, along with the Arctic Circle, 

Comparing Sheffield and Durham 
• Locate Sheffield and St Michael’s on a map, 

identifying similarities and differences between 
the two 

• Identify differences in land use between Sheffield 
and Durham 

• Explain the differences between human and 
physical geography 

What shapes the UK? 
• Explain what a settlement is, sorting settlers needs 

by importance and giving reasons why a settlement 
might be unsuitable 

• Identify important features of a settlement site, 
explaining that settlements have been built at 
different times in history, sometimes by invaders 



 

 
Antarctic Circle, tropics of Cancer and 
Capricorn 

• Identify and discuss the differences 
between the UK and the tropics 

• Identify lines of longitude and latitude 
on a map, identify the location of the 
Prime Meridian – explaining why one 
Prime Meridian was needed. 

• Explain why we have day and night, 
exploring why we need to have time 
zones 

• Identify similarities and differences in human 
geography for people living in Sheffield and 
Durham, giving ideas for why life might be similar 
or different 

• Discuss what is needed for a trip around the UK, 
finding information from different sources 

and identify patterns of historical settlement using 
maps. Look at Durham as an early settlement. 

• List different types of land use, identifying 
similarities and differences between land use in 
different places. Draw a map of a settlement 

• Use a key to identify transport links on maps 
describing directions of travel using the eight 
compass points 

• Research a local reservoir.  
 

 
 
 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Ordnance survey, distance, scale, grid 
reference, satellite, valley, contour, 
height, transportation, warm, humid, 
hemisphere, tropical, polar 

Ordance survey, distance, scale, grid reference, 
satellite, valley, contour, height, transportation, 
source, mouth, tributary, trade 

Settlement patterns, inland/coastal, urban/rural, 
erosion (within rivers), deposition, transportation, 
meander (within rivers), floodplanes, source, 
mouth, tributary, delta, ox-bow lake, Spring 
(water), natural resources, man-made materials, 
trade 

 Locational Knowledge Place/ Geographical Knowledge Human and Physical 
End Point To locate, name and describe mountain 

ranges in the UK, Europe and the world. 
To locate and name countries and cities in 
Europe and Eastern Europe. 

To understand what world resources are and how 
they are transported around the world. 

Year 5 Magnificent Mountains! 
• Recognise some map symbols on an 

Ordance Survey map 

• Find a location using 4-figure 
coordinates, give a location using four-
figure coordinates – extending to six-
figure coordinates 

• Use a legend to find areas of higher 
ground on a map and explain the 
different ways higher ground is shown 
on maps 

• Identify countries that mountain ranges 
appear in, use the index in an atlas to 
find a mountain and find the height of a 
peak on a map. 

• Identify a valley and the summit, foot 
and slope of a mountain 

Eastern Europe 
• Explain that a continent is a large landmass made 

up of groups of countries 

• Use an index to find a place name, the correct 
page in an atlas and use simple coordinates to find 
a location 

• Use an atlas to find countries and cities in Europe, 
identifying Eastern Europe and its countries and 
cities 

• Identify similarities and differences between a 
country in eastern Europe and England, and a city 
in Easter Europe and Durham 

• Discuss the climate of a country in Eastern Europe, 
exploring the human and physical geography of 
the area 

• Plan a trip abroud in Eastern Europe, thinking 
about flights, accommodation and tourist 
destinations 

World Resources 
• Identify important features of a settlement site, 

focussing on the resources a settlement needs to 
survive 

• Name some of the methods of power generation 
used in the UK, identifying what makes an energy 
source renewable 

• Find the country or town of origin on a food label, 
list some foods that are produced in the UK and 
explain what food miles are. 

• Explain why foods are imported and exported, 
identifying ways to reduce food waste and identify 
some issues related to importing food. 

• Understand that food shortage is a global problem, 
exploring some causes for food shortage in a 
country 

• Identify ways to reduce carbon footprints and 
explain how CO2 levels impact global resources. 

• Research any local resources. 



 

 
• Draw a mountain range and explain 

how they were formed a very long time 
ago by tectonic plates moving 

• Identify similarities between mountain 
climates and identify the risks 
associated with mountain climates 

• Explore ways to limit damage to an area 
from tourism 

• Locate our nearest mountains on a 
map, name them. 

• Identify the countries affected by the Chernobyl 
nuclear disaster, explaining why it happened and 
discussing some of the after effects of the disaster 
 

 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Climate/weather, climate zones, biomes, 
vegetation belts, river, mountain, 
volcano, earthquake, tremor, arid, 
surface, sea level, terrain, features, 
continent, sub-continent 

Climate/weather, climate zones, biomes, river, 
mountain, volcano, earthquake, tremor, arid, 
Prime/Greenwich Meridian, time zones, grid 
reference, terrain, features, population, 
transportation, continent, sub-continent, 
development 

Climate/weather, climate zones, vegetation belt, 
water cycle, arid, features, contour lines, natural, 
man-made, population, deposition, 
transportation, sustainable, unsustainable, 
resources, products, industrial, irrigation, 
development 
 
 
 

 Locational Knowledge Place Knowledge/ Human and 
Physical 

Geographical Knowledge 

End Point To understand where rivers are found, 
naming some major rivers in the UK, 

Europe and the world. 

To name and locate the countries that make up 
North and South America, describing life in 

those countries. 

To understand how and why landscapes change 
over time. 

Year 6 Rivers 
• Revisit the main events in the water 

cycle, understanding that it is a close 
cycle that keeps on going 

• Use the index in an atlas to find rivers 
(in the UK, Europe and the world), 
describe the place in which the source 
of a river is found and identify the sea a 
river flows into – focus on local rivers 
the Tyne, Wear and Tees 

• List some features of a river’s upper 
course, middle course and lower course 
using local rivers as a reference 

• Use a legend to find rivers on a map 

North and South America 
• Identify some countries in North America and 

some countries in South America, using an atlas to 
locate these countries and describe their locations 

• Describe the physical features of an area of the 
Americas, describe the climate of an area of the 
Americas and explain the difference between 
human and physical geography 

• Locate El Salvador on a map, describing the 
climate and landscape of El Salvador 

• List and explain some issues facing people living in 
El Salvador 

• List some products that are fairly traded, explain 
the meaning of fair trade and give some reason 
why fair trade is important 

Changing Landscapes 
• Understand what weathering and erosion mean, 

name different types of weathering, describe how 
erosion changes rocks and explain how erosion and 
deposition form coastal features 

• Name and identify features of a coastline, name and 
identify some famous UK coastal features – look 
closely at a local coastal area 

• Explain what trading is, understand the difference 
between importing and exporting, explain why 
countries need to import goods 

• List goods imported to and exported from the UK, 
name countries the UK imports good from and 
exports good to – look at the Port of Tyne 

• Name an area of the UK that has been affected by 
coastal erosion,  describe how a coastline might 



 

 
• Describe how a river erodes a river 

bank and how deposition changes the 
shape of a river 

• List ways rivers are used, looking at 
advantages and disadvantages of 
different uses – Durham Castle is built 
on the river Wear – why? 

• Describe what a dam is and give the 
location of a dam, giving reasons for 
why dams are built 

• Compare features of a river at different 
points 

• Explore waterfalls, meanders and 
oxbow lakes 

• Explain the term globalisation, listing some 
positives and negatives of global trading giving an 
example of a global supply chain 

• List and explore some of the positive and negative 
effects of multinational companies on local trade 

• Explain what latitude is and how this can affect 
the geography and climate of a country 

• Identify similarities and differences between a 
place in South America and England/Durham 

• Locate and name some wonders of the Americas, 
describing key features of the wonders 

• Explain what biomes are and the factors that 
determine them 

have looked in the past and describe how a 
coastline might look in the future 

• List some physical changes and human activity 
changes to the Earth predicted to occur by 2050 
Give reason for changes to UK and European 
borders 

Key 
Vocabulary  

Natural resources, natural disaster, 
ordnance survey, distance, scale, grid 
reference, symbols, urban, rural, land 
use, Arctic, Antarctic, vegetation belts, 
climate zones, conservation, pollution, 
export, import, tropical, equatorial, 
subterranean 

Disperse, sustainability, natural disaster, natural 
resources, canopy (trees), symbols, urban, rural, 
land use, naturalised, indigenous, immigrant, 
survey, questionnaire, latitude, longitude, 
Greenwich/Prine Meridian, Northern 
Hemisphere, Southern Hemisphere, Tropic of 
Cancer, Tropic of Capricorn, Equator, Arctic, 
Anarctic, population, biomes, vegetation belts, 
climate zones, conservation, pollution, equatorial 

Migrate, disperse, natural disaster, natural 
resources, ordance survey, distance, scale, grid 
reference, symbols, urban, rural, land use, survey, 
questionnaire, population, conservation, pollution, 
import, export 

Continuous Geographical Teaching 
Throughout all topics, and all lessons where opportunities arise, 
have a big focus on map reading, encouraging children to 
describe where places are on the map in terms of continents and 
other countries around them.  
Children to be able to identify, name and find the locations of 
deserts, rainforests, rivers, mountain ranges, wonders of the 
world etc. 

Field Work 
A day trip or residential trip (e.g. Grinton Lodge, Tynemouth, Hamsterley Forest) to be planned once a year 
where the relevant year group objectives can be covered. Children will research location and plan the data 
and observations they will gather. During the trip they will gather their data, make sketches, take photos, 
record observations etc. Once back in the classroom, they can present their findings, produce graphs, add 
annotations to photos and sketches.  

 


