
Spring 2022 

Welcome to our latest Reading Newsletter, a place to find out what we are doing to promote a love of 
reading and recommendations for your next book! This term here at St Michaels nothing will stop us 

from picking up a good book! 

National Story Telling Week 

 
Last week was national story telling week 
and Mrs Bruton visited each class reading 

some of her favourite stories to the 
children. In class 4 and 5 she shared her 

favourite book as a child with the children 
and read the first paragraph. Perhaps this was someone elses favourite book too.  

 

Charles Dickens Day  
 

On the 7th February the reading 
ambassadors visited classes to 
teach them all about Charles 
Dickens. Which is your favourite 
Dickens book? 
 

 

The Reading Ambassador Quiz  
Can you answer these book themed questions from our Year 6 and Year 2 reading ambassadors?  

1. Which book says “she’s the brightest witch of her age”? – 
Elizabeth 
2. Which superhero wears a red cape? – Ashton 
3. Who lives in a massive peach? – Bea 
4. In the Horrid Henry books which is the correct name for one 
of Perfect Peters friend?  
A – Tidy Ted      B- Clever Claire    C- Fiery Fiona 

- Finn 
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EYFS & KS1 Grandad’s Secret Giant, by David 
Litchfield Although the Secret Giant is rarely seen, 
grandad is convinced he exists. It was the Giant 
who stood watch when they were camping, fixed 
the town clock and protected their tiny boat in the 
storm. Billy isn't so sure; how could someone so 
enormous never be seen? But now Billy can't reach 
the top of the town mural he's painting: could the 
Giant help? As soon as Billy meets the Giant, Billy 
runs away: he's HUMONGOUS! But then Billy 
wonders if the Giant is tired of scaring people 
because he's different - maybe he's lonely, and just 
wants a friend. 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KS2 The Train to Impossible Places, by P.G. Bell Suzy 
Smith is very surprised when a huge magical train 
takes a shortcut through her hallway one evening. 
Staffed by trolls, the Impossible Postal Express 
delivers letters and parcels across a series of magical 
worlds connected to our own: the Union of 
Impossible Places. Her curiosity getting the better of 
her, Suzy hitches a ride and becomes the newest 
postie. But when her first delivery goes disastrously 
wrong, she's not only caught up in an amazing 
magical adventure, but the fate of the Union itself 
rests on her shoulders... 

Author Spotlight 
Charles Dickens  

Charles Dickens was born into quite a 
poor family. His dad was sent to a 
debters prison when he was young and 
he had to start work at 12 in a boot 
factory. He became a journalist and 
started writing weekly articles. His plots 
were carefully constructed and he often 
wove elements from topical events into 
his narratives. Masses of the poor who were unable to read, would individually pay 
a halfpenny to have each new monthly episode of the Pickwick Papers read to 
them, opening up and inspiring a new class of readers. 

Charles based some of his characters on people he met in his lifetime. Charles was a father to 10 children. 
Although Charles died in 1870, his books are still enjoyed by many today.  

What are our staff reading?  
Mrs Brown  
What’s your favourite children’s book and why?  
My favourite book is the Hobbit because when I 
first read it when I was 8 in school I loved it so I 
asked my parents for a copy 
When or where do you most like to read?  
I like to read in bed on a morning. 
What are you currently reading?  

Miss Carey  
What’s your favourite children’s book and why?  
My favourite book is Heidi because it reminds me of 
my childhood.  
When or where do you most like to read?  
I like to read on holiday, I can read 2/3 books each 
holiday. I also like to read sat in my garden.  
What are you currently reading?  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Halfpenny_(British_pre-decimal_coin)


 

 

Reading At Home 

Now more than ever we need to know where we can go to to get high quality books for us to read. So 
whether its for you to read, or to share with your family, here are some places to find your next book. 

 

Events  

Stay and Read Sessions 
We Look forward to inviting parents to our stay and read sessions when it is safe to do so. More details 
to follow. 

World Book Day 
In school, we will be celebrating World Book Day on Friday 4th March. This is the day after the official 
World Book Day.  
The theme this year is 'You are a reader!' and the aim of the day is to promote a love of reading for all 
children. 
This year, we will be inviting the children to come in to school in their pjs and bring their favourite book 

with them.  
If parents have already bought/made outfits or children would prefer to dress up, they can also come to 

school dressed as their favourite character from a book.  

Children will be taking part in a range of exciting activities on the day too!  

I am reading Uprooted by Naomi Novik. It’s a 
fantasy book. I love reading.  

 

I am reading Roarsome Life by Brian Blessed. It’s 
very interesting.   

 



 
 

Look out for our next reading newsletter next term! 
 


